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1. As President of the urban green infrastructures in Poland, can you please describe the evolution of this movement in your country during last decades?
In the second half of the 20th century, green roofs and living walls were perceived in Poland as a Western European curiosity. That time such installations almost did not exist in our country. Increased interest in this subject has been observed for about 15 years and for this reason, 10 years ago, the Polish Green Roofs Association was established. Initially, public interest was limited to the aesthetic functions of green roofs, were reserved only for the richest. Quite soon, the impact of these installations on the improvement of the local microclimate was appreciated. Currently, they are also used to solve problems of rainwater management and are established both on private and public buildings. There is also a clear increase in the number of companies dealing in the design and implementation of green roofs and living walls

2. Which are the main demand of the urban citizens in your country: quality of living, housing and environment, food supply, recreation…?

In fact, everyone wants to improve the quality of life, but for everyone it takes a different form. It seems to me that the time when the most important was the car has already passed. People in cities are beginning to feel the lack of greenery. When choosing a place to live permanently often they are guided by the close proximity of the park or river. It also translates into real estate prices. Those located in the greenery have a higher price than in the city centers deprived of plants. Inhabitants of Polish cities appreciate the green areas primarily because of the possibility of active rest, for example jogging, cycling, walking with a dog, but also team games like football. But the aesthetic function is still very important 

3.  Which are the countries you have more professional relationship in the green infrastructure activities?

The country Poland have more Professional relationship in the green infrastructure is Germany. They have very long tradition in greening cities and quite similar climate condition to Poland. That is why it is possible to follow the rules they work out through the years.

4. Talking about green infrastructure policies and programs, mention the role of City Hall and local institutions in the main cities in Poland?
The only legal regulation applicable in Poland concerns the issue by municipal authorities of consent for the removal of trees and imposes the obligation of new plantings in such a case. In the field of green roofs and living walls, currently only Wroclaw city has certain regulations. Residents of buildings with green roofs and living walls can get a tax discount depending on the percentage of the roof area covered with vegetation or m2 of living wall. Unfortunately, even though the resolution has been in operation for more than two years, very few residents have benefited from it. Maybe we need more publicity for the city's provisions? 

5. Considering the political situation in your country, could you please analyze the impact in urban green infrastructure of different government, from socialism to capitalism?
The authorities in socialist Poland paid little attention to public greenery. There were beautiful, historic parks, but I do not recall the revitalization activities carried out on a large scale. Activities in these areas were usually limited to garbage. Everything was common then, so no one was caring, probably thinking that someone else would do it. After the change of the system, the situation of greenery also began to change. Some areas of the cities began to pass into private hands, and new owners quickly noticed that the well-tended greenery brings them economic benefits such as higher housing prices, increased number of customers. However, the biggest changes took place after Poland's accession to the European Union in 2014. At that time, EU subsidies for all kinds of investment activities began,  including green infrastructure. Unfortunately, in the last two years there have been very disturbing changes in the broadly understood greenery, resulting from ill-considered changes in national laws. This mainly applies to trees both in private and public areas, which can be cut out quite freely. On the one hand, we began to over-interpret the regulations and irretrievably lost many antique trees, even in areas under legal protection. On the other hand, there have been numerous social protests, which proves that not many people are aware of the positive role of vegetation.

6. How do you see the future evolution of urban green infrastructure in your country and which are the more dynamic areas: walls, roofs, gardens, orchards, parks…? 
Thinking about the future of Green Infrastructure in Poland, I am optimistic. Recently, it is very clearly visible that plants are very important for city dwellers. Each year, we can choose by voting for what purpose part of the budget will be allocated. As a result of voting, new parks are always being revitalized or established, and more recently, projects concerning living walls have been appearing more often. Although they are still perceived in Poland as a novelty, I think that green roofs and living walls are the branch of Green Infrastructure, which develops most dynamically. Undoubtedly, this is also related to the scarcity of natural surfaces in the ever-dense urban development. Each developing housing estate is equipped with green roofs. Most of them are located at the level of pavements, covering underground parking, so an average passer-by may not even know that he is actually on the roof. Also living walls are appearing more and more often in such housing estates, and even more often in shopping malls, which in an attractive and at the same time ecological way attract customers.
